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F 
rom the Chair 

Dear residents, after a lengthy update in the 

last Duck, conscious this is another bumper 

edition that speaks for itself about the amount 

of great stuff happening across our community, and, I 

have been full on at work so am writing this at pace to 

get it under the copy date line! 

This is one of the most fabulous times in the Moor Pool 

year when our green spaces come into they own. Our 

thanks as always to all the volunteers who have planed 

the bulbs on the verges to make the estate look so 

stunning. One word that also springs (no pun intended) 

to mind at this time of year............................hedges. 

You know what I mean? Don't forget to keep on top of 

them please.  

Finally, while talking all things green, don't forget to 

put Sunday 21st May into your diaries for the opening 

of Nettlefold Garden. Thanks to Kate Nancarrow and 

the Garden Committee for translating the vision into 

reality and demonstrating our community values in 

action. 

Have a great spring everyone. 

Best wishes, 

Sal 

Sally Bourner 

MRA Chair 

salbmoorpool@gmail.com 

——————————————————————————— 

Moor Pool's oldest inhabitant? 

While working on our Nettlefold Garden, volunteers 

have found a very old apple tree. You may wonder how 

one can lose something so big but it is tucked away and 

has been neglected for so long that it is covered in ivy 

and so very effectively camouflaged! We must wait 

until the autumn to check any apples it bears to identify 

the variety. 

Perhaps we have a rare Victorian! It would seem to date 

from the founding of the estate, at least! Come and see 

it on opening day - May 21st! 

What’s On? 

FISH & CHIP QUIZ - the ever popular event returns 

on Saturday May 6th, 7:30pm start. 

NETTLEFOLD GARDEN VOLUNTEER DAY on May 

7th to ready the Garden for the Grand Opening. 

CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing The Lady in the 

Van (12A) at 4pm (doors open 3:30pm) and 

Anthropoid (15) at 7pm (doors open 6pm) on 

Sunday, May 14th. Details page 4. 

MOORPOOL IN BLOOM Annual Plant Sale on 

Saturday, May 20th. 11am - 1:30pm in East 

Pathway. Details page 2. 

NETTLEFOLD GARDEN will be formally opened on 

Sunday, May 21st, 11:30am - 3:30pm. 

Moorpool News & Wine 

Please support your local shop 

Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, 

gets eaten by the dog, you want 

an extra copy or live off the 

estate, then current and past 

issues can be downloaded from 

our web site at 

www.moorpool.com. 
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Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings Last Saturday of the month, 
Lower Hall, 10:30-12:00 

Fish & Chip Quiz Saturday May 6th 

Nettlefold Garden 
Volunteer Day 

Sunday, May 7th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, May 14th 

MiB Plant Sale Saturday, May 20th 

Nettlefold Garden Opening Sunday, May 21st 

Circle Cinema Sunday, June 18th 

Local History Talk Thursday, June 22nd  

Local History Talk Thursday, July 20th  

Heritage Festival Sunday, September 10th 

Local History Talk Thursday, September 21st  

Sunday 14th May 

4:00pm The Lady in the Van (12A) 
Doors open 3:30 pm 

7:00pm Anthropoid (15) 
Doors open 6:00 pm 

Members’ Choice 

presents... 

Selection of refreshments, hot food available between the films. 

Non-members tickets £5 per film (£2 under 16) Member tickets £2. 
Tickets can be reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk, or on 
the door (subject to availability). 

See our web site for membership details. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk           www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

27th May 2017 June 2017 

29th July 2017 August 2017 

30th September 2017 October 2017 

25th November 2017 December 2017 

Please send letters, articles and advertising copy 
for inclusion in the next issue to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

PROCRASTINATION isn’t the problem, it’s the solution. 

So procrastinate now, don’t put it off. 

Ellen Degeneres 

Moor Pool in Bloom 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 

Moor Pool in Bloom will be holding its annual plant 

sale in East Pathway on Saturday, 20th May 

between 11am and 1.30pm. Come and see our 

range of annuals and perennials while at the same 

time supporting projects to enhance the Estate. 

This year there will be a second chance to buy, as 

we shall have a stall for any remaining plants at the 

opening ceremony for the Nettlefold Garden on 

21st May. 



The Moor Pool Duck   3 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

D 
id You Know? 

ROUND THE CIRCLE? More than 1.5 

billion of the new £1 coins are being made 

by the Royal Mint - if they were put side by 

side, it is believed there would be enough to stretch 

from the UK to New Zealand and back again.  

SHOOTING THEMSELVES IN THE FOOT. £1bn is the 

estimated yearly loss to the Treasury due to higher 

stamp duty leading to fewer purchases of £1m plus 

properties. The tax-take on houses valued at over £1m 

fell to less than £1b in the nine months to November 

2016, compared with over £2bn during the same period 

the year before. 

GOOD WEEK FOR APPLE. The company was tipped to 

reach a milestone this year, when some analysts expect 

cumulative sales of the company’s iPhones and other 

products linked to the iOS operating system, such as 

iPads and Apple TV, to reach $1trn. Apple is believed 

to have sold 1.2 billion iPhones since launching them in 

2007.  

A TOAST TO THE ELDERLY. Marmalade is becoming 

the preserve of the old. According to a new survey, 

60% of marmalade sales in Britain go to people aged 

over 65, and only 1% to people under 28.  

TOPPISH GEAR. The record cost of filming the 

opening scene of Jeremy Clarkson’s new TV show, 

The Grand Tour, came in at a cool £2.5m. It involved 

150 cars, 2,000 acrobats and six jet planes.  

BRAND WARS. Lego was named the world’s most 

powerful brand, knocking Disney off the top spot. The 

compilers of the Brand Finance Global 500 report 

cited the success of the Lego movies, and licensing 

deals with the Star Wars, Batman and Harry Potter 

franchises. Google was named the most valuable 

brand, overtaking Apple – which has been damaged by 

the diminishing returns delivered by its iPhones. 

GOOD TIP. The ballpoint pen owes its existence in 

part to the RAF. Britain's airmen placed the first ever 

bulk order for 30,000 during the Second World War so 

that navigators could write at high altitude where 

fountain pens tended to leak.  

GIANT MISTAKE. A Times television critic, had 

criticised the “split personality” and “needlessly 

complicated structure” of the initial episodes of 

Amazon’s new legal drama Goliath. He has now 

withdrawn these criticisms after admitting he had 

watched the first two episodes in the wrong order. 
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Moorpool Skittles Club 

Do you have a steady hand and a keen eye? Would you 

like to try a new and unusual pastime?  Then come and 

have a go at Skittles!!  Our Skittles Summer Season is 

about to start and you would be most welcome to come 

and join us for evenings of gentle exercise, good fun 

and jovial banter.  We are based in the Lower Hall at 

the Circle and summer play takes place on Monday 

evenings (starting on Monday 3rd April 2017), between 

7.30pm and 9.30pm. (Please note there are some steps 

down to the Lower Hall and up into the Skittle Alley). 

The Skittle Club has two unique wooden alleys which 

are side by side – one flat, the other rounded - and they 

really have to be seen to be believed.  Playing age 16 

and upwards and there is a bowling ramp to aid those 

who find it hard to bend.  Moor Pool is so lucky to 

have this wonderful heritage literally on its doorstep. 

Come on down and give it a go!! 

Further info keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk. See 

pictures at www.moorpoolhall.com. 

——————————————————————————— 

Moorpool Bowls Club 

The club welcomes new members, you can play with a 

variety of ailments, bad knees, bad back, arthritic 

hands, asthma, bad hearing, you can play  even 100% 

healthy if you’re lucky, however we are all enjoying 

ourselves. 

You will find us off Ravenhurst Road behind the 

fishing pool. 

If you call in any Tuesday or Friday from 11am to 1pm 

or a Wednesday from 1.30 to approx. 4.30 you can 

have a look round and chat with any of the members, 

no pressure is put on to join, we will give one to one 

tuition to see if you like playing at no charge. 

The bowling season runs from April to the end of 

September. From October to March we have social 

whist every Wednesday afternoon and one evening 

every month throughout the year. A social membership 

is available for those who don’t wish to play bowls. 

If you want to ring and make an appointment call Pam 

on 0121-550 1316. 

More on page 9 

Circle Cinema 

Our 2017 schedule, continues 

on Sunday, May 14th with 

The Lady in the Van (12A) at 

4pm (doors open 3:30pm) 

and Anthropoid (15) at 7pm 

(doors open 6pm). 

The usual selection of refreshments will be on offer 

with hot food, including baked potatoes with a choice 

of fillings, available between the films, so why not 

stay, or arrive early, for a chat and bite to eat. 

Tickets cost £5 for non-members, and £2 for members 

and those under 16, available on the door or can be 

reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. 

Our last screening before the summer break will be on 

Sunday, June 18th. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

——————————————————————————— 

Circle Cycling  

Get off your sofa and 

onto a bike!  Now is 

the time to get fit, the 

summer is coming 

and we will be 

extending our rides 

as and when the 

evenings get lighter (April- Sept). 

We currently have a group ride once a week at a pre-

arranged day and time to suit you.  Or we can arrange 

individual training sessions with a qualified instructor, 

in a safe area away from any highways, where you can 

regain your confidence to ride a bike. 

To book a place please call: Peter Stroud on 0776340 

7810. 

You do not need to have your own bike, we have a 

selection of new loan bikes and helmets for these 

sessions. 

If you are an experienced cyclist join Pete on his 

longer distance cycling trips at the weekend.  

Club & Society News 
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

Good Progress 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust continues to make good 

progress and we have much to look forward to in the 

coming months.  The above headline may underestimate 

the extent of what’s happening! 

Trees 

We have seen the effects of Storm Doris on our tree 

population.  We received the final version of the tree 

survey by Midlands Forestry covering all the trees on 

the Trust’s land (and that land which we are about to 

acquire) on 1st February.  We have established a tree 

management programme as a result, focussing initially 

on those trees deemed to be most at risk.  So expect to 

see work start on a number of trees over the course of 

the coming weeks.  This may mean however, that ‘nice 

to do’ tree work is deferred for a while. 

Currently there is a TPO (Tree Protection Order) on all 

trees of a certain size within the whole conservation 

area – the trees are effectively double protected through 

the Moor Pool Conservation Area and the TPO.  The 

MPHT Trustees recently heard a talk from the 

Birmingham City Principal Arboricultural Officer, 

Richard Wood, and we would encourage all readers to 

consult him before engaging on tree work on their land. 

Hall 

Barbara Nomikos will cover forthcoming events in the 

Halls and the series of talks led by Barbara and Rachel 

West.  We continue to focus on two major 

improvements in the Hall – the refurbished Upper Hall 

Kitchen (intended for work over the summer holidays) 

and secondly the new fire escape from the skittle alley 

which is the final throes of work.  We also now have a 

disabled ramp giving access to the Upper Hall. 

Nettlefold Garden 

Kate Nancarrow and her team are making fantastic 

strides towards the formal opening on Sunday May 21st 

– mark this date in your diaries.  The benches have now 

arrived, the planning conditions around the new path 

discharged and the path should be formally laid by the 

end of March.  We will hold another volunteer day in 

early May – a preview day where the final works will be 

completed in advance of the opening, so do please try to 

help out at that. 

Kate will also be looking for volunteers to help with the 

roster for the opening and closing of the park on a daily 

basis.  This will not be arduous but needs doing.  If 

you’ve time on occasion around the civilised times of 9-

10am or at dusk (winter) or the early evening (summer), 

then please do see if you can help. 

Groundworks Grant 

We were awarded £10,000 by the Tesco Groundworks 

awards scheme, so thanks everyone for voting in Tesco 

back in the autumn, which 

promoted us from the £8,000 

level.  These funds will be used 

mainly to improve the Orchard 

educational facilities and Rachel 

West is presently starting the 

implementation. 

Acquisitions from Cala Homes 

We have reported - far too often - over the last few 

years that the acquisition of the allotments and new 

garages is imminent.  However, light is appearing in 

that (i) we have signed the allotments’ land transfer 

documents but still await one further document in the 

chain and (ii) Cala has signed the garages’ documents 

so these should be on their way to us via the 

management company set up to manage the land on 

which the new garages and the new houses sit.  Don’t 

hold your breath but we may be almost there. 

Builders’ Yard 

We received planning permission for the Educational 

allotment and associated facilities in February, and 

Adrian Millicheap and I attended a meeting with the 

Birmingham City Council Regeneration Officer in 

March to start the process of delivery and release of the 

S106 monies. 

Do join us! 

So lots of ‘stuff’ is going on.  If you have lived on the 

Estate for more than three years please do join the 

Trust. There is no cost and we would welcome your 

participation. We held our AGM in February where we 

had a great discussion on a number of topics and how 

the Trust should move forward. 

Look out for our ‘Friends of Moor Pool’ regular giving 

campaign – further leaflet to follow.  Every penny goes 

towards improvement projects such as the Upper Hall 

Kitchen – and hopefully in the future refurbishments of 

the Lower Hall Kitchen and the Upper Hall toilet 

facilities. 

We have welcomed Andrew Hackett as a Trustee.  We 

are also looking for further new Trustees or Advisers, 

particularly around the legal field and a new Company 

Secretary.  If you are willing to get involved please 

contact us. 

Get in touch 

As Trustees, we are very open to feedback, whether 

through Barbara Nomikos 

(manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121 426 2908) or 

myself (simon56.stirling@gmail.com). 

Thank you again to all of our supporters and to the 

users of the Trust’s facilities for making all of this 

happen. 

Simon Stirling 
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Sudoku © Kevin Stone  

Green recycling service 

My bag rolls weren’t delivered. When I contacted the 

Council I was initially told that I should have reported 

any non-delivery within 10 days, which is pretty much 

impossible when no advance indication is given of 

planned delivery dates. 

When I raised a formal complaint it was answered by 

Customer Support (clearly an ironic job title) from a 

company called Lifford who were adamant that they 

had been delivered and, basically, that was that. 

If it were not for the intervention of Councillor James 

McKay I could still have been bagless and out of 

pocket. 

A one-off or general failure? I would be interested to 

hear from anyone else who has paid for, and failed to 

receive, this service. 

Andrew Hackett 

andrew@ahackett.co.uk 

Our hedges 

The beauty of the Moorpool lies in its constant 

greenness and a large part of this is its hedges. 

Throughout the estate the mixture of privet, hawthorn 

and beech link each house in a way that assorted walls 

and fences would not. But the work they involve can 

make one think,  

“because I’d done wrong I was sent ........ to cut 

the hedge”.  

So many times the temptation is to clip and run, which 

can lead to a thickening of the branches and the hedge 

deteriorating because no light can get in. Like all 

bushes they need a hard prune at regular intervals. 

Slope the hedge, narrower at the  top. You may think,  

“the hedge stood scalped and fleeced, stripped 

of its green”,  

but it will soon grows back with fresh shoots and less 

work for the rest of the season maybe a simple clipping 

later will suffice. I have found this kind of prune every 

couple of years leaves the hedge continually refreshed 

and a beautiful background to the garden. 

This maintenance work is especially important for 

those alleyways that lead to houses. I was once told that 

since the two hedges were about to meet the post might 

not arrive.  There must be space to move bins, and for 

all those people delivering to our houses. But before 

you start, search  for nests! This area is a also a wildlife 

sanctuary. 

Extracts from Privet by Simon Armitage. 

Frank Fellows 

Letters 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is subsidised by our 
advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 
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Repairs and Maintenance  

Work has finally started on the Skittle Alley Fire Exit 

(as those of you that follow twitter and facebook) may 

have seen! The exit has been created and the bespoke 

timber steps are now being handcrafted before the rest 

of the work is finished. The Skittle Alley should then 

finally be available for hire again!  

Moor Pool Heritage Festival: Sunday 10th 

September Part of Heritage Open Days and 

Birmingham Heritage Week 

It’s that time of year again to start planning for the 

Moor Pool Heritage Festival that was so fantastic last 

year, largely due to the number of volunteers helping 

out on the day. This year we want make it BIGGER 

and BETTER! We hope to have more stalls and fete 

games this year, but this will only be possible if there 

are more people to help out! So please get in touch if 

you would like to VOLUNTEER on the day even if 

it’s just for an hour or 2, or if you fancy helping out on 

a stall with fete games or tombola!  

As part of Birmingham Heritage Week we will also be 

putting on Heritage Tours the week after the Moor 

Pool Heritage Festival. 

Kitchen  

Plans are progressing with the kitchen upgrade which 

will take place in the Summer holidays and we are 

very thankful to all those that have participated in the 

fundraising events, the funds of which have been ring-

fenced for the kitchen. The plans are up in the Main 

Hall but do feel free to pop by or drop me an email if 

you would like further information or to comment.  

Relief Caretaker 

We are looking to employ a relief caretaker to help on 

an ad hoc basis during periods of absence, annual 

leave or busier periods in the Hall, particularly 

evenings and weekends. If you are local and  interested 

in finding out more please get in touch!  

Access 

Our new access ramp was used for the first time at the 

Moorpool Players cheese and wine evening. 100 year 

old Bunty, one of the founding members of the Players 

was the first person to have the honour of using it and 

it gets a thumbs up! 

Upcoming Hall Activities: If you would like a 

copy of regular activities in the Hall please pop by and 

pick up a leaflet! Here is a reminder of just some of the 

newer activities going on in the hall – including some 

exciting new ones starting for the first time this year! 

Update on Hall Activities  from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

**NEW** Creative Writing Workshops:  Wednesdays 

(term-time 18.00-19.00) (Lower Hall) contact Helen 

Yates 07504832732 

**NEW** Food At Twelve: Children’s Cookery Club: 

Tuesday 18th April 10.00-14.00 (Main Hall) School 

holiday fun cooking a tasty, seasonal menu- cooking 

fruity French roll-ups for Brunch followed by Easter 

Lamb Pilaf and something sweet after!  Ideal for 7-12 

year olds  www.foodattwelve.com 

Messaround Play:  Tuesday 4th April and 2nd May 13.30

-14.30 (Main Hall)  

A multi-sensory play experience for up to 5 years old.  

Contact Emma & Claire 07805952377 

www.messarounduk.com/birmingham  

Balboa Classes: Saturday 22nd April, 20th May and 8th July 

13.00-17.00 (Main Hall) 

Learn the 1930’s swing dance style ‘Balboa’ to swing 

era jazz music. Partner not needed.  

Book online: www.hotginger.org 

Move with Peppa: Tuesdays 9.30-11.30 (Main Hall) 

Salus Fatigue Foundation meeting:    Wed 24th Feb & 

22nd March *new time* 13.00-14.30 (Lower Hall) 

Contact info@salus.org.uk 07809246674 

Moor Pool Pre-School: open Monday-Friday 9.15-

12.00 for 2 year olds (Lower Hall)   

Contact vivianroadpreschool@gmail.com 

07821560224 

Pranayama Yoga The Art of Relaxation:          

Wednesday 19.30-20.45 (Main Hall) 

Contact sarah@simplyblended.com 07976612210 

Yoga with Amy: Mondays and Thursdays 19.30-20.30 

(Main Hall) 

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908  

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager) 

manager@moorpoolhall.com  

 

 

 

RELIEF CARETAKER 

REQUIRED AT 

MOOR POOL HALL 

Find out more information by contacting 0121 
426 2908 or email manager@moorpoolhall.com 



The Moor Pool Duck   8 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

It has been great to host the student placements from 

Edgbaston High School, and by the time you read this 

article, the girls will have completed their placement 

and delivered the Moor Pool Memories event, which 

took place on Sunday 26th March. I hope many of you 

came along and enjoyed the event. Hannah and 

Eleanor’s enthusiasm for the history and community of 

Moor Pool was the inspiration behind the return of this 

event, and it has been  great to see a new generation 

become fired up by Nettlefold’s vision. 

Talking of events, I hope many of you were also able 

to come along to the first of Moor Pool’s Local 

History Talks, which took place on 30th March in the 

Lower Hall. The next of these will be delivered by Lee 

Hale, the Curator from Winterbourne House and 

Gardens, and is sure to provide fascinating insights 

into John Sutton Nettlefold and his family. Please can I 

encourage everyone to buy your tickets early for this 

event, or if you are not able to get to the shop on The 

Circle, please contact me to reserve your ticket. 

I am currently in final preparations for a new education 

session, which links into storytelling and the 

architectural heritage of Moor Pool, and this session is 

based around the tale of the Three Little Pigs, so if you 

see children in The Orchard area wearing wolf masks 

or pigs’ ears, don’t be alarmed – there is a rational 

explanation! I have been ordering new materials to 

support other sessions, particularly relating to the 

history and architecture of Moor Pool, and I will soon 

be in possession of some costume and brick moulds so 

that pupils can really immerse themselves in the many 

wonderful stories of Moor Pool. I have also completed 

some Arts Award training, so that young people who 

are taking part in sessions inspired by the Arts and 

Crafts aspect of Moor Pool’s history will be able to 

make their work count it towards Arts Award 

qualifications, and these sessions will be open both to 

schools and informal education sessions. 

Now spring is here, I am keen to get going with 

Tesco’s Secret Spaces project, which focuses on The 

Orchard, and I want everyone to feel fully involved in 

this process. I will be hosting some corporate volunteer 

days as well as some community days which will 

involve clearing some overgrown areas, planting some 

new hedgerows, instating some more clearly defined 

paths, and expanding into a couple of disused 

allotments. The community dates in The Orchard will 

be:  

 Sunday 23rd April 2017 11am – 2pm 

 Sunday 14th May 2017 2pm – 5pm  

 Sunday June 11th 2017 11am – 2pm  

 Saturday 1st July 2017 2pm – 5pm  

These will be drop in sessions in The Orchard, and 

anyone is free to come along and spend a few minutes 

Update on Education from Rachel West, Education Project Officer 

or an hour or so getting involved with the project. You 

can get hands on, or just some along and share some of 

your ideas for the space – either would be very much 

appreciated! 

On these dates, I will also be piloting some Lego 

workshops for pre-school children who can attend with 

parents. These free workshops encourage young people 

to explore their creativity, and be inspired by the 

architectural heritage of the beautiful Moor Pool 

Estate. The sessions will run between 10am – 11am on 

the above dates in the Lower Hall. If you would like to 

find out more about any of these sessions, or would 

like to get involved, please come along, or get in 

contact with me at the details below. 

Rachel West 

0121 426 2908 

education@moorpoolhall.com 

The EHS girls are back! 

We have now finished our placement at Moor Pool 

Heritage Trust. This experience has widened our 

knowledge of this interesting historical site and we 

have been able to develop an appreciation for the 

amazing work that the members of the Heritage Trust 

do every day. Our time at the Trust has given us the 

opportunity to appreciate both the historical 

significance and the current community within the 

estate and the Moor Pool Memories event allowed us 

to meet some of the fantastic residents. During our 

placement we have been analysing the historical 

artefacts, transcribing oral histories, exploring the 

estate and preparing for the Moor Pool Memories 

event, which we hope many of you enjoyed. Although 

we are sad that our Wednesday afternoons will no 

longer be spent with Rachel in the Moor Pool Heritage 

Trust office we will always appreciate the area and can 

pass on the lessons we have learnt. 

Hopefully more students at EHS will be following in 

our footsteps as this placement is available next term as 

part of our enrichment programme. Through our time 

here we have developed our transcription, event 

organisation and many other valuable skills that we 

hope will be passed on in the future.  

We also hope to see our work in use beyond this 

placement, as our creation of the timeline as part of the 

Moor Pool Memories Event and our transcription of 

oral histories will be added to the education material of 

the Heritage Trust. We will continue our involvement 

within the Heritage Trust by being part of other 

initiatives in the area and by promoting the estate. 

Thank you for allowing us to appreciate this wonderful 

area and we hope to remain part of the Moor Pool 

community. 

By Hannah and Eleanor 
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Paper boy or girl wanted 

Must be over 13 years old. 
Please contact Raj at Moorpool 
News and Wine on The Circle. 

07448 173133 or  

0121-428 1061. 

  Moorpool Bowls Club 

Spring is not far off, have you given thought to what 

you would like to do throughout spring and summer. 

Moorpool Bowls Club would like new members, also 

ex or current league players,  if you have played before 

please consider joining and playing for Moorpool 

Bowls Club. 

You will find us behind the Moorpool Fishing Pond, 

opposite 106 Ravenhurst Road, Harborne B17 9HP. 

The club is over 100 years old and is situated in a 

unique conservation area, a true oasis. 

Bowling is a social/ leisure game, no hard physical 

effort is required, you can play as much or as little as 

you choose.  We have members with all abilities. 

Enjoy the outdoors in good company playing a game 

that gives light exercise and is fun in a lovely 

environment.  

We play bowls from the end of March until the end of 

September.  During October to the end of March we 

use the pavilion for card games and any fund raising 

events. 

There is no pressure to join, parking is not a problem.  

If you wish to pop down before the start of the season 

to take  a look round and a chat you will find us every 

Wednesday afternoon from 1.15pm until 4.15pm in the 

pavilion  prior to the start of playing season,  or give 

Margaret Ph. 429-6343 or Lilian  Ph. 475-3734  a call 

to arrange a visit that suits you. 
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Nettlefold Garden Opening  

Q&A with Kate Nancarrow, Chair of the Garden 

Committee 

In March, Duck editor Andrew Hackett caught up with 

Kate to talk about the progress of Nettlefold Garden 

and the build-up to the opening event on Sunday 21 

May. 

Q: How would you describe Nettlefold Garden to 

anyone who doesn’t know about it yet? 

A: Nettlefold Garden is a tranquil community green 

space at the bottom of Margaret Grove, just behind the 

Moor Pool Tennis Club. As it’s tucked away, it is a bit 

like a secret garden! This time last year, it was derelict; 

it used to be allotments but they were abandoned years 

ago.  

We were lucky enough to get some funding to 

transform it into a ‘Pocket Park’ – basically a 

government initiative to create green spaces in urban 

landscapes. We’ve been madly raising match-funding 

and holding volunteer days ever since, to turn it into a 

communal garden. 

Q: Why is it called Nettlefold Garden?  

A: The founder of the Moorpool Estate is John 

Nettlefold. We held a vote to decide on a name for the 

space, and the community picked ‘Nettlefold Garden’. 

I’m quite relieved no one suggested ‘Parky McPark 

Face’, which would have probably won! 

Q: It sounds like a lovely addition to Moor Pool. 

Can you tell us a bit more about what’s there? 

A: Half the site is lawn, borders and a wheelchair-

friendly path with benches (see photo of path and 

benches installation). The other half is dedicated to 

wildlife, with a circular bark-chip path round a small 

wooded area. We asked local people what they wanted 

and have tried to accommodate as 

much as possible within our budget. 

There is lots more we’d like to do in 

future, if we can raise money and 

find more volunteers to help out. 

Q: So, spring is in the air after 

what feels like a long cold winter. 

What has been going on at 

Nettlefold Garden over the winter? 

A: Loads! We’ve been preparing for 

the opening in May so lots of 

volunteers have worked to create the 

woodland path, cleared ground to 

allow a fence along the brook, 

planted trees and bulbs, and made the 

ground good for the all-weather path. 

Oh, and when it snowed I managed 

to make a ‘snowdog’ (rather than a 

snowman) with the kids there too! 

Q: The opening on 21st May is only a few weeks 

away now. What can people expect? 

All sorts: spring fair stalls, music, bbq, cream teas, 

nature trail, crafts and a special guest to do the opening 

itself. It’ll be a really lovely day to show off and launch 

this great addition to Moor Pool. 

We’re also holding a volunteer day on 7 May to get the 

garden ready for the big opening. People can pop along 

to help and have a sneak preview if they like. 

Q: And what about after the opening? 

A: The plan is that it will be open from 10:00 to dusk 

everyday – unless there is a need to close it for 

maintenance or any other purpose.  

Q: Do you have any other thoughts or favourite 

moments you’d like to share? 

A: There have been lots of fab moments – getting loads 

of volunteers out, even in hail, and seeing the 

transformation from scrubland to a special place. This 

week’s special moment is seeing the path take shape. It 

is a real finishing touch to the lawn.  

None of this would have been possible without lots of 

amazing effort by lots of amazing people. Thanks to 

everyone for their help so far and please keep helping.  

The effort won’t stop at the opening. This is just the 

beginning! New volunteers are always welcome, so just 

get in touch and also keep an eye out for fundraising 

events in the future. We are also open to receiving 

donations! 

You can contact Kate on: moorpoolgarden@gmail.com 

Twitter and Facebook: @NettlefoldGdn 
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Oceanic Fresh Fish 

Family business established 1991 

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection 

of fresh fish. 

Every Tuesday from 4-5pm. Mobile 

van by the Pool in Ravenhurst Road. 

Tel: Stuart 07918106209 

Email: Stu-Gilbert@sky.com 

 

 

Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Lynn’s 

Childminding 

Services 

 OFSTED registered 

 Ravenhurst Road based 

 Before and after school care 

 Collection to and from 
Harborne Primary School 

 Term time only 

 Fully insured and DBS checked 

 Food and drinks provided 

 Childcare vouchers accepted 

 Adhoc care available 

 References available 

For further information, please call 

07930 309957 
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 


